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advance their agenda. And they’re threat-
ening our ally. And President Uribe is tak-
ing them on in a way that doesn’t violate
the human rights of his people. He’s a
strong, strong leader. And yet if Congress
turns down this agreement, it’s like turning
our back to an ally, which will encourage
the voices of false populism in our neigh-
borhood.

And so I—this is an important vote. It’s
important for small businesses, it’s impor-
tant for our economy, and it’s important
for our national security interests. And the
United States Congress must give it a vote
on the floor of the House.

So those are some of the things that are
on my mind. [Laughter] You know, it’s in-
teresting, there’s a portrait of a fellow that
hangs here in the White House who—he
failed at nearly every enterprise he started.
He invested in a zinc mine, but lost his
money. He invested in an oil company, but
the company sold the lease to a—and it
turned out to be a gusher, but he didn’t
own any of it at that point in time. He
ran a store with a friend, but it went bank-
rupt after a few years. And yet he was
arguably one of the finest Presidents we
had, and that was Harry Truman.

I’m convinced—I’ve never had a visit
with Harry at all, but I’m convinced that
he would say, ‘‘The lessons I learned in
trying to be a small-business owner are les-
sons that are important for a decisionmaker
in the White House.’’ And although it’s
hard to say he was a successful

businessperson, he learned about hard work
and determination and resilience and will-
ing to face adversity with good spirit.

And that is why I am honored to be
with you today, because I’m confident that’s
what you’ve done. What you’ve chosen to
do is not easy, but what you’ve chosen to
do is important for our country. It’s the
collective decisions by our small-business
owners that make America the envy of the
world in many ways.

I love it when people can say, ‘‘I have
a idea, and I am going to apply all my
talent and all my effort to see the idea
come to fruition.’’ It is what made us great
in the past, it’s what makes us great today,
and what is going to make us great in the
future. And I hope you take great pride
in the contributions that you’re making to
your community, your family, and your Na-
tion.

Thanks for coming, and may God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Shawn C. Boyer,
president and chief executive officer, David
Bosher, senior vice president and chief finan-
cial officer, and Tennille Boyer, national ac-
count executive, SnagAJob.com, Inc.; J. Har-
din Boyer, father of Mr. Boyer; and Angela
Timm, founder and chief executive officer,
Cottage Garden Collections. The Small Busi-
ness Week proclamation of April 17 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on National Donate Life Month
April 23, 2008

During National Donate Life Month, we
show our appreciation for our fellow Ameri-
cans who have saved lives by becoming
organ, tissue, marrow, and blood donors,
and we honor the health care professionals,
researchers, and others involved in this life-

saving work. I was pleased today to meet
with organ donors, medical professionals,
and organ recipients, all of whom partici-
pated in a historic six-recipient kidney
transplant in which six patients received
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new organs from six unrelated living do-
nors. This history-making medical event
took place 3 weeks ago at Johns Hopkins
Comprehensive Transplant Center. These
people are all firsthand witnesses to the
gift of life, or, in this case, lives.

We are blessed to have a health care
system that is the best in the world and
includes skilled medical professionals like
those I met with today. We are also blessed
to be a nation filled with generous and
compassionate people. The selflessness of
those who are donors is an inspiration.

Unfortunately, thousands of Americans
are on waiting lists for an organ or tissue
transplant. I urge all Americans to make
the decision to donate. For information
about becoming an organ and tissue donor,
go to organdonor.gov. Talk to your family,
talk to your friends, and register. You can
give a transforming gift of life.

NOTE: The National Donate Life Month
proclamation of April 1 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at the White House Summit on Inner-City Children and Faith-
Based Schools
April 24, 2008

Thank you all. Aysia, thanks for the intro-
duction. You did a fabulous job. I’m told
that you’re a very hard worker who loves
school, and it’s clear you always wear a
smile. She’s a member of her school’s stu-
dent advisory group, has performed in plays
ranging from Shakespeare to ‘‘The Lion
King,’’ writes short stories, and as you just
heard her explain, she loves all language
arts. Well, that’s good. Some people say
I’m pretty artful with language as well.
[Laughter]

It is clear she has a promising future
because of the education she is receiving
at Saint Ann’s. Unfortunately, thousands of
other children like her are missing out on
these opportunities because America’s
inner-city faith-based schools are closing at
an alarming rate. And so that’s why we’ve
convened this summit, to discuss how we
can extend lifelines of learning to all Amer-
ica’s children. And I want to thank you
for coming.

I take this summit seriously. Obviously,
you do as well. My administration looks
forward to working with you. This is a na-
tional objective, to make sure every child

gets a good education. And I really appre-
ciate you coming.

I want to thank my friend and the Sec-
retary of Education, Margaret Spellings, for
joining with us today. I thank the Acting
Secretary of HUD, Roy Bernardi.

Archbishop Wuerl, thank you very much,
sir, for being here. We were just talking
about what a glorious week it was to wel-
come His Holiness to America. It was an
extraordinary moment for all who were di-
rectly involved and, I think, an extraor-
dinary moment for all of America.

I got to know Archbishop Wuerl in Pitts-
burgh. I hope I conveyed to him my sense
that providing a sound education for every
child is one of the really important chal-
lenges for America. I happen to believe
it is one of the greatest civil rights chal-
lenges. I am fully aware that in inner-city
America, some children are getting a good
education, but a lot are consigned to inad-
equate schools.

And I believe helping these children
should be a priority of a nation. It’s cer-
tainly a priority to me. I married a teacher
who has worked in inner-city schools; I
helped raise one as well. And helping
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